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the city. Marlene Breier, our exchange
student from Austria, would like to share
her thoughts on why Hong Kong people
do not want to have children, which is a
maijor contributory factor in the problem, and whether she wants to have children in the future.

One very important reason why some people may refuse to be parents is their financial problems.
They just can't afford all the costs that having a child would entail. If
money you have to pay every month (or day) is quite massive and f

It's also very important to know that Hong Kon
time. Imagine such a person gets a baby. The press
could pay a maid to care for their child, but there will be many problems like the wage for the maid. You
care for the child on your own. And you won't have enough contact with your own child the relationship
think that giving birth to a child is dangerous because they'll have a big responsibility from the day when t

I really want to have children or at least a child if | find the right man to spend my life with. | don
because firstly you can't decide which sex it'l be and secondly it'
my child I'l fry to spend as much as time with her/him as possible.

Or some people not affordable.,

When | was younger | always wanted to be a mother because | w
keep the family going and if | didn

I think being a mother is a great responsibility. You'll probabil

might think something might happen. But nevertheless | think the feeling of being a mother is great.

grips within the near future is the shrinking
of the economically active population of

you think of the materials for school, other activities or tutorial lessons, the

g people are always in a rush. They run from point A to point B and they're busy all the
ure will increase dramatically and some people can't stand the pressure. Some families

will have to spend more than if you
won't be good. Other parents also
hey get pregnant.

treally care about the sex of the child
s more important that the child is healthy. If I'm old enough to give birth to

anted to have a person | can take care of. It's very important to
't get children, my family would disappear and nobody would remember any of us.
can share my memories and experiences and see how it grows and experience its own problems and memories.

But if | get a child |

y be scared all the time because every time your child is somewhere, you




Thoughts on the OlymPiC TorCh
Relay in Hong Kong

| 6S Leung Man Ho, 6S Wong Ying Kin |

The Olympic torch relay in Hong Kong provoked a huge furore on several fronts.

@[E Below is a sharing on this subject between our Form 6 students Michael Leung Man Ho
and Carl Wong Ying Kin, both of 6S.

Carl: Michael, what do you think of the way in which the Hong Kong Government
treated Jens Galschiot, the author of the Pillar of Shame, who was denied entry into
Hong Kong in the run-up to the torch relay in Hong Kong?

Michael: It wasn't convincing enough to say that every country has the right to
deny entry for some individuals for the sake of safety. The Immigration Department based its decision only on prediction. Since
Hong Kong always claims to be a place with freedom, unreasonable barring should not exist. Otherwise, people will cast doubts on
the system of "one country, two system", and the freedom in Hong Kong. | think we should protect our own reputation, not leaving
any chances for speculation on whether Hong Kong is overshadowed by Beijing, and should not allow this sort of incident to happen
again.

Carl: Yes, it seems Hong Kong has become a mainland city rather than a special administration region with freedoms of
speech and gathering.

Michael: Carl, do you know why the three wealthiest families in Hong Kong were all represented on the list of torch-bearers in
Hong Kong?
=

Carl: I'think it is because Hong Kong is a money-orientated place where the wealthier you are, the more representative you
are supposed to be. It's a shame really | know in many other places, ordinary people, like postmen, have a chance to be torch-
bearers for their unsung contribution to their communities. But it wasn't like that in Hong Kong. Michael, are you happy about the list
of torch-bearers in Hong Kong then?

Michael: | think the list was far from satisfactory. Less than half of them were athletes. And some artistes haven't contributed
much fo Hong Kong. If | were to make up an alternative list of torch-bearers, | would exclude Alex Fong and Steven Chan. It was
also strange that Che Kuk-hung, the first ever gold medaillist in bowling in the 1986 Asian Games, was not invited to take part.

Carl: Right. | am quite happy that Lee Lai Shan and Wong Kam Po were the first and the last respectively to carry the torch.
Yet, | think it was nothing short of preposterous for a Mainland beauty pageant winner to be one of the torch-bearers - she had been
to Hong Kong only twice. You are absolutely right to say that only those who have contributed to Hong Kong are qualified to
represent the city in an event of such importance.
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