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This collection of students’ works is completely different from 

other publications of our school. The stories in it enable readers to 

�W�U�D�Y�H�O�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�I�H�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�� �¿�J�X�U�H�V�� �O�L�N�H��

Cleopatra VII and Octavian from their own perspective. Readers 

could explore a more human side of these historical figures and 

encounter entertaining historic incidents, which gives them an 

insight never imagined before. 

After reading the stories in this anthology, I am impressed by the 

creativity of students and their imagination. It is by no means an 

�H�D�V�\���W�D�V�N���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���D���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���¿�J�X�U�H���W�R���O�L�I�H�����W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���K�L�P���R�U���K�H�U���L�Q�W�R���D��

vivid and memorable person. Besides, some students wrote from 

the point of view of a citizen living in the 19th century or that of a 

gladiator.  All their original adventures provide a fresh and interesting 

perspective for exploring the world in the past. 

I appreciate the hard work of all the students and also the efforts 

of Mr. WK Lee, the panel head of the History Department, in 

making this anthology and enhancing students’ interest in history. 

Preface

– by Ms. S. W. Chan, the School Principal
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Many people, when asked to recall their experiences of studying 

history in schools, may conclude their  answers l ike this: 

understanding facts, memorizing them, and writing them on the exam 

papers. While recalling facts – like names, years and places – is an 

essential doorstep to the world of history, the subject offers people 

much more than memorization. Moreover, if we can use the Internet 

to understand historical events easily, then what can the study of 

history in school offer us? 

We believe that the subject can help students develop their 

analytical skills, creative mind and historical empathy. Yet, it is 

always easier said than done. How can we guide students to 

�U�H�À�H�F�W�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�� �W�L�P�H�� �L�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V��

so limited? Our Department then comes up with the idea of 

‘creative assignments’. After studying each topic, students will 

need to complete a short writing or a graphic design exercise, 

promoting them to make use of historical facts and / or the results 

from researchers to make arguments, offer suggestions, or even 

solve problems. Through the assignments, our students are able 

to gain a deeper understanding of the topics they have learnt.

Preface
– by Mr.W.K.Lee, the Head of the History Department 
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Some of our questions also require students to think in historical 

contexts. They may have to write as a gladiator in ancient 

Rome, a child in 19th century Britain, or a Jew being persecuted 

by the Nazi Party. The students must think from the perspective 

of the people living in the past, instead of thinking in their 

present-day viewpoints. We sincerely hope that students can 

realize the importance of studying history. The study of history is 

not just the study of facts and events; it is also a stepping stone 

for us to understand the society we are living in and the nature 

of human beings. 

Our Department would like to express our gratitude to Ms. Chan, 

our principal for her support for the creation of the Anthology, 

Ms Tang for her valuable input, the English Department, for their 

practical ideas and assistance in the publication of this Anthology 

and many other teachers who offered advice to us. 
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Finally, dear readers, you have made the publication of the 

Anthology meaningful. The work collected in this Anthology may not 

be perfect, but they have witnessed the growth of our students as 

historians. Enjoy reading! 

Members of the History Depantment and our students



Industrial 
Revolution
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. 

I knew that I was in the years of Industrial Revolution. Knowing 

that I had no money at all, the slums – a place where poor workers 

lived in – would be the only possible place to sleep.  

I met a little boy called Sam. ‘Are you one of our new workers?’ 

he asked. ‘Of course not, but …… I can’t find a place to stay.’ I 

replied. ‘You look dirty. Did you clean yourself?’ I asked Sam. 

‘I want to, but time doesn’t allow me to do so.’ He replied with a 

sense of helplessness. ‘I need to work for 14 hours a day, and I 

only have one day-off every week. Sometimes I am so tired that 

accidents happen to me. See here.’ He went on and showed 

me his arms. ‘I was hurt by an explosion.’ Before I came here, I 

always thought that the Industrial Revolution made people’s lives 

better. I changed my mind. 

‘If I had a choice, I would go back to my village and live quietly 

with my mum and dad,’ he continued. 

Chan Hang Lok, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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‘I think it is the problem of the British government. The 

officials – ’ Suddenly, I could not hear my voice. I lost my 

consciousness. There was a familiar voice calling my name. 

‘Rocky? It’s time to wake up.’ It was my mum. She was waking 

me up. 

Realizing that I could be late for school, I quickly put on my 

school uniform and tidied up my desk. I was reading a book 

titled ‘Causes of rise of socialism in Europe’, and I stopped 

at the sentence before I fell asleep: ‘…… the working class 

could live in better conditions after the struggles.’ I felt relieved 

because I knew Sam’s life would be improved.   
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. 

I was shocked but I still said ‘Thank you’ to her. I looked at 

myself and I found that I was a little boy, maybe 8 years old. 

Soon, I accepted the fact that I might not be able to go back to 

the original world. I walked around and saw many factories. I 

looked closely at the nearest one. There were many women using 

machines to produce cotton products. I tried to recall the names 

of the machines. There was a Spinning Jenny and a Water Frame 

at the corner. They also used Power Looms and Spinning Mules 

operated by steam. As far as I know, steam had already been in 

use in 1800. Although I wanted to try using the Power Loom, I did 

not know how to operate it. Sigh! 

I walked up to a hill and there was a cave. Some men were 

pushing carts that came out of the cave. I stayed and watched 

them. A few minutes later, a boy came to me and asked, ‘Why 

are you standing here? You should work with us.’ I was confused. 

‘I am your brother, don’t you remember? We come here to earn 

money for our family!’ He shouted and pushed me to the cave. 

Chong Shuk Ting, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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‘How dare you boys just stay here and not working?’ An old fat 

man was holding a belt and yelled. ‘Run! He is going to hit us!’ 

My ‘brother’ whispered. The old man looked even angrier as we 

ran. ‘Oh! It hurts!’ He was caught by the old man and he shouted 

desperately. I was so scared and kept running. I dared not  open 

my eyes. 

�:�K�H�Q���,���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���J�R�W���W�R�R���H�[�K�D�X�V�W�H�G�����,���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q�H�G���P�\���H�\�H�V����

I found that I was in the modern world again. I still felt sorry for ‘my 

brother’ because I did not save him from the pain. 

Students enjoyed the interactive section in a drama introducing the 
industrial development of Hong Kong
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. 

I walked through a street and looked everywhere. I saw that 

there were lots of different kinds of factories producing garments 

and processing textiles. There were also lots of coal mines and 

steel-making plants. Carriages were running on the street. They 

were transporting raw materials like wood, charcoal and coal to 

factories. I walked on the street – an example of the ‘Macadam’ 

- using the techniques invented by the famous British engineer 

Mcadam. It was the mainstream way of building roads in British 

cities at that time. 

I walked through a slum. The environment was really bad. 

There were lots of people so it was overcrowded. After walking 

through the crowd, I walked into a street in which lots of people 

were walking slowly. I asked a person, ‘What are you doing?’ He 

answered me that they were organizing the ‘Chartist Movement’ 

to demand shorter working hours and higher wages. They also 

demanded the right to vote for every man above 21 years old. I 

decided to join them. 

Lai Tsz Chung, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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When the demonstration was over, I went to a hotel and booked 

a room. After putting down my luggage, I left the hotel and went 

on sightseeing. I saw a steamship. It was invented by American 

engineer Fulton. It was parked near the pier. There were lots of 

people on the ship. I guessed they were trading. 

A week was soon over. I decided to leave London and seek ways 

to go back to my world. After I got on a steam train, I closed my 

eyes for a nap. When I opened my eyes again, I found that I was 

back in my room in 2018! I shouted loudly. My mom went in, ‘What 

happened?’ ‘I dreamt that I went to London in 1800……’ My mom 

looked surprised and she, of course, did not believe me. 

It was a really great adventure. I would never forget about it. 
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. 

I thought that I was dreaming, and I rubbed my eyes repeatedly. 

No, it was not a dream! There were people who looked wealthy 

chatting with their family members on the street. One man wore 

a large-size suit and walked with a stick. He rammed the tobacco 

into his pipe and smoked. 

I started to walk on the street. Many people looked at me 

because of my appearance. My clothes were very different from 

theirs. Suddenly, a man with little white hair and some wrinkles 

approached me, and asked, ‘Where are you from?’ I was quite 

frightened, and I stepped away from him, keeping distance 

between us. Knowing that I was very afraid, he patted my 

shoulder. ‘Don’t worry, I won’t hurt you. My name is Volta, and 

I just want you to come with me and finish my experiment. You 

look weird. Where are you from?’ He asked. Volta! The man who 

made batteries and got the unit of electricity named after him! 

‘From …… eh…… the future, I stammered. His face turned yellow 

Lau Chun Yin, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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and immediately stepped back. I knew that he wouldn’t believe 

me. ‘Future? Oh well, if you really have the knowledge from the 

future, then you may be able to help me. Follow me. I will take 

you to my house.’ 

When I arrived at his house, I was astonished by the scene. 

Structural maps of nuclei and atoms were spread on the 

floor in his house. His desk was occupied by the models for 

�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���L�G�H�D�V�����7�K�H�\���O�R�R�N�H�G���P�D�U�Y�H�O�R�X�V����

I gulped and followed him to a smaller room. The room looked 

dark. He stroke a match and lit a candle. There was something 

similar to a modern battery. I sighed, ‘Come on, sir. You haven’t 

put the battery in a right way. You had mixed the ‘negative’ and 

‘positive’ sides.’ He immediately followed my suggestions. It 

worked. He stared at me and asked, ‘How do you know that?’ I 

shrugged my shoulder and let out a reply, ‘Then, you can believe 

me I am from the future, can’t you?’ He ignored my words, and 

tried to turn his face away from me.
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While I was thinking how to explain, he yelled all in a sudden. A 

big black hole came out from nowhere! It dragged the things from 

the house into it. He grabbed a wooden table and shouted, ‘Help 

me! Help me kid – ’ I ran to him, but I was dragged into the hole! 

The force was so strong that nobody could resist. Maybe it is the 

time to say goodbye.

‘Volta – see you again!’ 

‘No – ‘ It was the last word I heard from Volta. 

I was sent back to my bedroom in the modern world. It seemed 

that nothing had actually happened. To lift my mood, I went to the 

living room. My parents were watching the television. It was time 

for TV news. 

‘A poem written by the famous scientist Volta was recently found 

from his private documents. The poem was about a boy who 

travelled from the future who helped him finish his experiment. 

Scholars believed that it was just his imagination ……’ 

I smiled. It would be a secret between Volta and me forever. 
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800.

I slapped my face. It was painful. I was not in a dream! 

�,���Z�D�V���W�H�U�U�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����6�R�R�Q�����,���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H����

There were lots of vehicles powered by steam engines, which 

were improved by Watt. Steam engines were also installed on 

machines in the factories, such as Power Looms. They could also 

pump water in mines, and power locomotives, ships, steamboats 

and cars. I also noticed that there were lots of oil street lamps. 

They would be replaced by gas street lamps in the 1850s. If I 

could take the LED lights and show the people here, they would 

be scared! 

Although the discoveries were interesting, I had to worry about 

my life. I did not have enough money to live on. Suddenly, there 

was a voice, ‘Game over, kid!’ Oh! I am using the Virtual Reality 

equipment to experience London in 1800! No wonder I became a 

kid in 1800! 

Leung Cheuk Ming, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. She was covering 

her mouth with a face mask. After answering my questions, she 

walked away quickly. 

I walked around the town. I found that most of the stores were not 

in business. Dead bodies were everywhere. I suddenly realized 

what happened when I saw mice crawling along the streets. I might 

die easily! I rushed and looked for doctors to help me. Many doctors 

�V�D�L�G���W�K�H���S�O�D�J�X�H���Z�D�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���E�X�W���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���D���G�R�F�W�R�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���K�H��

could give me a shelter. I therefore stayed at his home. 

During the stay, I understood what had happened recently. A trader 

came back to London from France had been infected with the 

plague. ‘Most patients will die in a few weeks. If we put the patients 

in some particular places, like a ship, the cases of infections in 

London may drop.’ He explained. I agreed with his idea. 

In order to stay in his house, I offered to help him handle the 

corpses. Unfortunately, I was infected with the plague as a result. 

To make sure I did not spread the disease, I was also sent to 

quarantine. I knew I would die in a few days. 

Leung Tsz Yin, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked 

a passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. After a while, 

I was clear-headed. I could hear that people around me were 

talking about something in an excited tone – ‘Italian scientist Volta 

has invented the battery which can provide a reliable source of 

energy’. They were amazed. Batteries are ordinary tools in the 

�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���G�D�\���Z�R�U�O�G�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���D���J�U�R�X�Q�G�E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z��

idea to the people in the year 1800. 

I chatted with a girl next to me, she looked at me sympathetically 

and said, ‘Let me take you home. You don’t want to sleep in the 

streets, do you?’ 

Then we went to her home by a steamboat. She told me that 

British engineer Newcomen invented the steam engine in 1712 

and Watt improved Newcomen’s steam engine in 1769. Steam 

power was used to drive the machines in factories. 

Soon, we arrived at her home. I saw a Power Loom, which was 

invented by Cartwright in 1785. It was operated by water. It greatly 

�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�K�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���F�O�R�W�K�H�V����

Lui Nga Man, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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After we had dinner, I slept. After I woke up and opened my eyes, 

I was in 2018. It was so amazing. Why was I sent to the year 

1800? I may never know, but I am sure I have learnt a lot from the 

experience and it has made me more interested in knowing more 

about history. 

The History Department holds exhibitions in the school to
stimulate students' learning interests
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800. I walked in the street. 

Everyone in the street was staring at me. Therefore, I looked for 

�P�\�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �D�� �S�X�G�G�O�H�� �R�I�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �,�� �V�D�Z�� �W�K�D�W��

I was in dress of the year 2018. I ran into a dark corner at once. 

Suddenly, I saw a poster that read, ‘Volta wanted to employ a new 

helper’. I remembered that Volta was a scientist who invented 

battery, which provided a reliable source of electricity. Then I 

started to run and and look for him. 

When I arrived at Volta’s laboratory, he asked, ‘Who are you? 

What do you want to do here?’ I replied, ‘My name is Andy. I want 

to be your helper.’ He further asked, ‘What? You want to be my 

helper? What do you know about science?’ I told him all I knew 

about science. Volta signed, ‘Although I do not understand what 

you are talking about, you seem to be able to help me.’ 

Soon, we became friends. We always chatted together and 

talked about science. We also always had experiments about 

making batteries. A few months later, we made a new type of 

Shek Ho Hin, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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battery successfully. Volta showed his invention to the public 

and won praises from them. He gave me a piece of battery we 

made together. 

The next day, I found that I was in my home in 2018 again after 

waking up. ‘Is that a dream?’ I asked myself. Suddenly, I found 

something unfamiliar on my table – it was the battery Volta and I 

made! It was not a dream, but something really happened! 

Teacher’s remarks: Volta invented electric battery in 1799, and he reported 

the findings to the Royal Society in London in 1800. Although he might 

not have visited London in person in the year 1800, we did not make major 

changes to students’ works to preserve the original taste of their work as much 

as possible. 
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked 

a passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800.I looked around 

curiously because I learnt that there were many machines being 

invented during the Industrial Revolution. Many people became 

rich because of the sale of the machines. 

However, the place I was standing did not look great as I 

imagined. It looked dirty, messy and crowded. Many people had 

their shabby clothes on, and they were just sitting on the ground. 

I asked another woman who was eating a moldy bread politely, 

‘Excuse me, could you tell me where I am?’ She looked at me in 

a weird way. ‘Oh, lady, I think you do not belong to here. I mean, 

your dress looked too nice.’ 

I nodded and told her I was from the future. Out of my expectation, 

she did not laugh at me. She was really kind. ‘We are in a slum. 

A place for poor people like me. If you want to stay here, you 

need money and a job. Go to a factory nearby and find a job.’  

She continued. 

Wang Haiye, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London



25

��
º
��C�õ�Ö�•�ª

B
uddhist S

in Tak C
ollege

I thanked her and left the slum. I found a factory and the boss 

there decided to hire me. I was responsible for making clothes in 

the factory. I slowly became used to the working life here. 

One day, when I was working in the factory, the machines, 

including the Power Loom and the Spinning Jenny, started making 

�Q�R�L�V�H���� �7�K�H�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �À�D�V�K�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�H�Z�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �E�U�L�J�K�W�H�U���� �,�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W�� �K�H�O�S��

but close my eyes. When I opentd my eyes again, I noticed that I 

was sitting before my desk and my history book was on the desk. 

Am I really back? Or was it a dream? No matter what, this adventure 

was amazing. 
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When I opened my eyes, I found that I was in London. I asked a 

passer-by and she told me that I was in 1800.

I was shocked when I was told that I was in the past and 

everything looked absolutely nothing like the modern London 

we understood. 

�,���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���Z�D�O�N���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�H�W�V���D�Q�G���V�D�Z���Z�K�D�W���,���F�R�X�O�G���¿�Q�G�����$�I�W�H�U��

a while, I found an enormous factory and a huge mine next to it. 

I walked closer to the main entrance of the factory. Many adult 

workers were making iron and steel, and one of the saddest things 

that I saw in my life happened right now – A huge amount of child 

labour was punished by the adults. The adults blamed them for 

being lazy and producing iron and steel slowly. These adults were 

really cruel. Then, I went to the mine and found lots of mine carts. 

They were used to send coal from the mine. 

Wong Chun Pui, Form 1 (2017-2018)  

An adventure in 1800 London
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After that, I left the factory and continued to walk along the street. 

Along with my adventure, I saw quite a lot of British citizens sitting 

outside some buildings miserably. Some children were selling 

matches outside a match factory nearby. I was so depressed 

due to the fact that they were very poor and had no choices but 

working hard to earn little income. 

There was no electricity, so the British citizens did not have 

telephones. Ways of transportations were limited too. Most poor 

people could just walk when they had to travel. 

�,�� �K�R�S�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �P�D�N�H�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q��

an advanced city where people could live pleasantly. 



Life in 
Ancient Rome
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Write a speech as Octavian

You were Octavian. You found that Mark Antony had refused to 

marry your sister and did lots of unreasonable things. You wanted 

to make people hate him and support you only. What would you 

say? Start your speech with ‘Friends, Romans, countrymen.’

Friends, Romans, countrymen, I would like to make an announcement 

in front of you: Our government will be destroyed if we let Mark Antony 

be the leader! 

Recently, I found that he is getting close to Cleopatra, the 

Egyptian queen. He wants to share his power with her, since 

Cleopatra wants to strengthen her rule in Egypt. He even wants to 

move to Egypt to stay with her. If this happens, Mark Antony will 

ignore the Roman affairs. 

Please don’t support Mark Antony! If I become the Roman leader, 

I will carry out reforms to improve our Republic by giving you land, 

money and rebuilding roads and aqueducts to make your lives 

better. Please support me, Octavian, instead. Thank you! 

Fu Sin Yin, Form 1 (2018-2019) 
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Write a speech as Octavian

You were Octavian. You found that Mark Antony had refused to 

marry your sister and did lots of unreasonable things. You wanted 

to make people hate him and support you only. What would you 

say? Start your speech with ‘Friends, Romans, countrymen. ’

Friends, Romans, countrymen, I, Octavian, have a piece of bad 

news for you. It may shock you, but I must tell you. My best 

friend, Mark Antony, broke his promise. He promised to get 

married with my sister, but now he refuses to do so because 

he has fallen in love with another woman – Cleopatra. We are 

�Y�H�U�\���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�����0�D�U�N���$�Q�W�R�Q�\���L�V���D���V�H�O�¿�V�K���D�Q�G��

untrustworthy person! 

Mark Antony has done lots of unreasonable things recently too. 

For example, he dressed up as gods with Cleopatra. He tried to 

show that he was as powerful as gods! He may have gone mad 

and is no longer a suitable person to lead the Romans! Poor Mark 

Antony! We shall say no to him! 

Lee Tsz Yan, Form 1 (2018-2019)  
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You were Octavian. You found that Mark Antony had refused to 

marry your sister and did lots of unreasonable things. You wanted 

to make people hate him and support you only. What would you 

say? Start your speech with ‘Friends, Romans, countrymen.

Friends, Romans, countrymen, here is a question: Who are the 

gods protecting Romans like us? You can name a few at once - 

Jupiter, Mars, and so on. But do you know that Mark Antony - the 

man leading us - is worshipping Egyptian gods instead? Then, is 

he a Roman, or an Egyptian? If he is a Roman, then he does not 

respect anybody here. And if he is an Egyptian, then he must not 

lead us! 

My sister was Mark Antony’s fiancée. But he dares to refuse to 

marry her! How irresponsible he is! He even wants to be the 

dictator of Rome. I saw him try out a royal crown! We Romans can 

never let such a dangerous person rule us. Not now, not ever. My 

friends! Join me and drive the ‘Egyptian’ out of our Roman land. 

We shall achieve ‘Pax Romana’ (Roman peace). 

The spirit of Romans will last forever! 

Xian Ngai, Form 1 (2018-2019)

Write a speech as Octavian
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You were Cleopatra VII. You were sent to prison after Mark 

Antony was defeated. Expecting that your life may end in prison, 

you decided to write a short letter to conclude your life, hoping 

that people in the future would have fair comments on you. What 

would you write?

Dear Roman citizens,

I am Cleopatra. I was born in Alexandria, the greatest city in 

Egypt. When I was 18 years old, my father, who was the Egyptian 

king, died. Then, my brother and I became the leaders of Egypt. 

I was the queen and my brother was the king. He was only 10 

years old at that time, so I actually ruled the country. 

Later, Caesar and his Roman soldiers arrived in Alexandria. 

When he met me, he quickly fell in love with me. He decided to 

make me the genuine leader of Egypt, while Ptolemy XIII, my 

brother, did not agree. There had been lots of wars between the 

�W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�Q�����D�Q�G���&�D�H�V�D�U���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���Z�R�Q�����,���G�L�G���Q�R�W���P�D�U�U�\��

him, but we maintained our relationship and I had a son with him. 

In 44 B.C., the senators in Rome killed Caesar.  

Write a short letter to 

conclude life as Cleopatra VII
Lee Chak Sing, Form 1 (2018-2019) 
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After his death, I kept ruling Egypt as the queen. I fought 

corruption among priests and officials. When drought hit the 

country, I opened the granary to the public. I also passed a tax 

amnesty. All the things I did were for the stability of the kingdom. 

Mark Antony met me later and he fell in love with me. I accepted 

his proposal but Octavian was therefore angry with us. Octavian 

started a war and fought against Mark Antony. Mark Antony lost. 

He killed himself and supporters of Octavian sent me to prison. 

Cleopatra 
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You were Cleopatra VII. You were sent to the prison after Mark 

Antony was defeated. Expecting that your life may end in prison, 

you decided to write a short letter to conclude your life, hoping 

that people in the future would have fair comments on you. What 

would you write?

Dear all, 

I am Cleopatra, the queen of Egypt. I led my armies when I was 

21 years old. I could speak other languages. In 49 B.C., I sought 

support from the great Roman leader, Julius Caesar. However, 

in 44 B.C., he was murdered by the Senate. I met Mark Antony. I 

turned to him and gave support to him. Finally, we got married. 

In 37 B.C., Egypt prospered under my control. However, these 

days did not last long. In 31 B.C., because of Mark Antony’s 

decision of not marrying Octavian’s sister and marrying me 

instead, Mark Antony and Octavian had a fight. Unluckily, 

Octavian won and Mark Antony was defeated. I was sent to  

prison as a result. 

Cleopatra 

Write a short letter to 

conclude life as Cleopatra VII

Wong Tai Kit, Claudia, Form 1 (2018-2019) 
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Write a short letter to 

conclude life as Cleopatra VII

You were Cleopatra VII. You were sent to prison after Mark 

Antony was defeated. Expecting that your life may end in prison, 

you decided to write a short letter to conclude your life, hoping 

that people in the future would have fair comments on you. What 

would you write?

To all people who have been supporting me, 

I have once been an Egyptian queen, but now, I am just a convict. 

Looking back, I met some powerful and strong people, as well as 

cruel people. 

Julius Caesar was one of the greatest people I met in my life. 

He was such a formidable guy! After he died, I turned to his 

general, Mark Antony, and gave support to him. Very soon, 

we fell in love  but he had already been arranged to marry 

Octavian’s sister. He loved me so much that he gave up the 

marriage for me! I was so moved. 

Wong Wing Sze, Form 1 (2018-2019)  
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Octavian was angry about this and started war against Mark 

Antony. Unfortunately, my dear Mark Antony was defeated and 

Octavian threw me into prison. Octavian was such a cruel man! I 

hate him, I really hate him! 

What I could only hope for is that all the people who had supported 

me would live peacefully and safely under the rule of Octavian. 

Cleopatra 
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Make a suggestion to the 

Roman government 

You were a Roman citizen. Suggest one thing that the Roman 

government should do to make the Roman citizens happier. 

Explain your suggestion. 

Dear Roman government, 

I am a citizen who lives in Britannia. I suggest the government 

develop some routes of boats from Britannia to cities in the 

Mediterranean Sea. It is because it can bring us convenience 

when visiting our relatives in our Empire. A lot of families want 

to have such routes! However, currently we do not have enough 

roads connecting the cities. For instance, if we want to go to 

Rome, we need to arrive at Gaul first by boat, then we have to 

ride on horses to Illyricum, followed by a rickshaw trip to Rome. It 

takes too much time. We want a faster way to travel between the 

cities. 

I hope my idea will come true. I am looking forward to seeing 

your reply.

Marty Fung,

A citizen in Britannia 

Fung Chun Tai, Form 1 (2018-2019) 
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Life as a gladiator

You had been working as a gladiator for years. Recently, you 

were asked to introduce the life as a gladiator to a new gladiator. 

What would you say? 

You need to be brave if you want to be a gladiator. A gladiator 

�¿�J�K�W�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���V�O�D�Y�H�V���R�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���U�L�F�K�� �R�U���I�D�P�R�X�V��

in the Colosseum. We must be careful when fighting. If we are 

careless, we may end up being killed. 

The audience cheer for the gladiators. They sometimes bet on the 

results. If the audience make their thumbs up on you, you will stay 

alive but, if they make their thumbs down, you will be killed by your 

opponents with a knife. In some special situations, Christians are 

�V�H�Q�W���W�R���J�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U���¿�J�K�W�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�Q�\���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V����

Chan Cheuk Lam, Form 1 (2018-2019) 
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Life as a gladiator

You had been working as a gladiator for years. Recently, you were 

asked to introduce the life as a gladiator to a new gladiator. What 

would you say? 

Gladiator fight is a form of entertainment for citizens in Rome. 

Most of the gladiators are prisoners of war, criminals, slaves and 

some Roman citizens who want to be rich and famous. 

�7�K�H�\���D�U�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�U�V�����7�K�H�\���¿�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���R�W�K�H�U���J�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U�V���R�U���E�H�D�V�W�V��

with swords. When the audiences make their thumbs up, it means 

we should not kill our opponents. When they make thumbs down, 

it means you can kill them. Audience might bet on the results of 

�W�K�H���¿�J�K�W�V����

A few of us may become rich and famous, but many of us get 

injured or killed. 

Fan Ka Ho, Form 1 (2018-2019)  
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Life as a gladiator

You had been working as a gladiator for years. Recently, you 

were asked to introduce the life as a gladiator to a new gladiator. 

What would you say? 

�$�V���D���J�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U�����\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���¿�J�K�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���R�W�K�H�U���J�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U�V���R�U���E�H�D�V�W�V��

with your sword. You only have one aim: to win! You can earn a 

lot of money and become rich too. 

�%�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H���¿�J�K�W�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���D���V�K�R�Z�H�U�����7�K�H�Q�����Z�H���Z�H�D�U���Y�H�V�W�V��

and helmets, get weapons and armed for the fights. After the 

fights, lot of gladiators may get hurt or some may even die. 

Although the life of gladiators is hard and painful, many become 

gladiators because they want to improve their lives and support 

their families. 

If you decide to be one of us, then don’t give up! 

Lam Ka Yi, Form 1 (2018-2019)  
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Life as a gladiator

You had been working as a gladiator for years. Recently, you were 

asked to introduce the life as a gladiator to a new gladiator. What 

would you say? 

�$�V���D���J�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U�����Z�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�V�H���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���V�N�L�O�O�V���G�D�L�O�\�����,�W���L�V���T�X�L�W�H���D��

harsh life so you need to try your best. After practising, we often 

�Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �J�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U�V�� �R�U�� �E�H�D�V�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�Z�R�U�G�V�����$�W�� �W�K�L�V��

point, you need to be skilful enough to go on because gladiators 

often end up being killed when they lose. You must be careful and 

�N�H�H�S���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�J�K�W�V����

Also, the weapons you use are sponsored by wealthy people. The 

quality of your weapons depends on how rich your sponsor is. 

Good luck!

Pun Kin To, Form 1 (2018-2019)  
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Life as a gladiator

You had been working as a gladiator for years. Recently, you 

were asked to introduce the life as a gladiator to a new gladiator. 

What would you say? 

I am an experienced gladiator. Someone might think that being a 

gladiator is dangerous and one gets hurt or killed easily, but it is 

not true. 

First, you need to receive training and observe how gladiators 

fight many times to improve your skills before you actually fight 

in the arena. Second, even when you are about to win, you need 

to please the audience. If they give you the thumbs up, you need 

to let your opponent stay alive. If they give the thumbs down, you 

may kill him! 

Hope that you will have a lucky gladiator life. Good luck! 

So Po Wai, Form 1 (2018-2019)  
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Life as a gladiator

You had been working as a gladiator for years. Recently, you were 

asked to introduce the life as a gladiator to a new gladiator. What 

would you say? 

A lot of Roman citizens who want to be famous and rich choose 

to be gladiators. Gladiator fights are held in the Colosseum. 

�*�O�D�G�L�D�W�R�U�V���¿�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���V�Z�R�U�G�V����

This activity is dangerous but we can earn a lot of money in a 

short period. When you need quick cash, being a gladiator helps. 

Attractive as it may seem, you can get injured easily. 

You practise with other gladiators every day. Some wealthy 

Romans may sponsor you, and if you are chosen to be the next 

�Z�D�U�U�L�R�U�����\�R�X���P�X�V�W���¿�J�K�W���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�O�R�V�V�H�X�P����

If you lose unluckily, you still have chances to survive. If the 

audiences give the thumbs up, that means they still want you to 

stay alive. But if they give the thumbs down, that means they want 

to kill you. They bet on the results too. 

Yu Chun Hei, Form 1 (2018-2019) 
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Finally, striving for being a good gladiator helps you a lot. If you 

�Z�L�Q�� �W�H�Q�� �R�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �¿�J�K�W�V���� �W�K�H�� �P�R�Q�H�\�� �\�R�X�� �H�D�U�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K�� �I�R�U�� �D��

slave to get freedom. Hope that you can always win. Good luck. 

Our students visited museums to learn more about 
ancient civilizations.



The Second 
World War
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Describe a day in the 

concentration camp as Anne Frank

You were Anne Frank. Recently, your family was arrested and 

sent to a concentration camp. Describe a day in the camp and 

your feelings in your diary.  

Dear Diary, 

When I wake up, the first thing came to my mind was that I 

needed to work. A working day began at 04:30 a.m. All prisoners 

were woken up with a loud sound today as usual. After getting up, 

we washed our faces and bodies. Then, we had to line up and be 

�F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���R�Q�H���E�\���R�Q�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�R�O�O���F�D�O�O�����7�K�H���1�D�]�L���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���Z�D�Q�W�H�G��

to make sure that no one could escape from the camp. 

We work like slaves every day. When we work in the camp, 

we often see lots of corpses. We buried many corpses today 

too. We have already got used to them. Many of us work in the 

concentration camp until the day we die. 

Huang Ka Ki, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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If you look over the other side of the camp, we sometimes see 

lots of prisoners waiting outside a house. It is the ‘gas chamber’, a 

place where old people, weak men, women and children end their 

lives. I feel very sorry for them. 

Since I was sent to the camp, I have not seen my parents and 

relatives. I may die anytime in the camp, just like those who are 

sent to the gas chambers. 

�:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���I�H�O�O�����,���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���P�\���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H��

that I slept in. At 9, the officials announced that we must keep 

absolutely silent. I could not sleep and thought about many things. 

Life was really terrible here. I could not even imagine my future. 

Am I still alive? Or have I been killed? 

I remembered that a new prisoner asked a guard a question today. 

‘Is it true that we can meet our parents and family members during 

the weekends?’ 
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‘Who told you about that? Look at the chimneys. Do you see the 

smoke? That’s how you and your relatives meet each other!’ The 

guard laughed. 

The prisoner cried loudly, but I did not know how to comfort him. 

People’s lives are worthless under the control of Hitler. He does 

not care about us at all. He just cares about himself! 

The  Auschwitz concentration camp
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You were Anne Frank. Recently, your family was arrested and sent 

to a concentration camp. Describe a day in the camp and your 

feelings in your diary.  

Dear Diary, 

�7�R�G�D�\���Z�D�V���D���F�O�R�X�G�\���G�D�\�����,�W���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G���P�\���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q���W�R�G�D�\�����,�W���K�D�G��

been months since my family was sent to the concentration camp. 

The duties today were the same as usual. My sister, Margot, and 

I were forced to work like slaves. We were forced to haul rocks 

and dig up turf, which were basically meaningless. Still, these are 

our everyday duties. Every day looks the same, but something 

interesting happened today. 

We were working outside the barracks today. We could see the 

sun, but of course we could not escape. There were three layers 

of barbed wire around the barracks. If I really tried to escape, I 

would get hurt badly. Also, there were soldiers patrolling, so there 

was no hope for me at all. Despite that, a lady tried to cross the 

Describe a day in the 

concentration camp as Anne Frank

Hung Pui Yan, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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barbed wires. She screamed painfully soon, and her cry caught 

the attention of some soldiers. She was shot dead – and it 

seemed that I was the only one who was really shocked. 

After working for the whole day, I was supposed to be hungry. 

But I didn’t. I found that I was used to hunger, and I couldn’t 

remember the last time I was full. 

I think about lots of issues every day. What am I going to 

experience in the future? Will I be able to return to my home? 

Will I experience happiness again? I don’t know. I just know that 

tomorrow is another hopeless day. 
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Describe a day in the 

concentration camp as Anne Frank

You were Anne Frank. Recently, your family was arrested and sent 

to a concentration camp. Describe a day in the camp and your 

feelings in your diary.  

Dear Diary, 

�,�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���1�D�]�L���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���3�R�O�D�Q�G����

We are now in the concentration camp in Auschwitz. We were 

sent to the concentration camp in August 1943 because one 

of the Papa’s workers, Van Maaren, betrayed us. He told our 

secret hiding place to the Nazi soldiers, and therefore we were 

captured. We had hidden there for nearly two years, but we were 

still found. 

Life is hard here. Every morning, we pray to the God, hoping that 

we will be liberated from here quickly. Papa work hard every day 

while he is getting weaker every day, too. Summer is a difficult 

season for us. Some of my neighbors died because of heat stroke. 

Some other neighbours tried to escape, but they were killed by the 

�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���U�L�À�H�V�����2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���K�R�U�U�L�E�O�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���K�H�U�H���L�V���W�R��

Leung Yat Long, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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hear the sound of gunshots. Moreover, a lot of our neighbors are 

sent to the gas chambers every day. Their corpses are removed 

and sent to somewhere unknown. 

Papa and Mama have been trying to emigrate to the United 

States, but the process of applying for visas was so slow that the 

U.S. Consulate had been invaded by the Nazis before we got 

the visas. If we had got them earlier, perhaps we would not have 

stayed here. 

I hope that the Nazi Germany will surrender as soon as possible 

so that we will be set free and live happily ever after. 
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You were Anne Frank. Recently, your family was arrested and 

were sent to a concentration camp. Describe a day in the camp 

and your feelings in your diary.  

Dear Diary, 

I open my eyes. I am still in this horrible HELL now. Where would 

I see the end of such a life? The number of Jews here drop 

sharply every day. I am afraid to be one of the Jews who will 

disappear from the camp. 

I work all day long. I am not even allowed to use the toilet when I 

�D�P�� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�D�O�V�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �¿�O�O�� �X�S�� �P�\�� �V�W�R�P�D�F�K���� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �U�H�D�O�O�\��

cold in the camp. I miss my dad. I miss everything outside the 

camp, even the places that we hid in. Have we, the Jews, done 

wrong? Why do we need to suffer in pain? 

All girls and women are made bald. Our hair is collected and used 

as raw materials for making products sold to the Germans. We can’t 

Describe a day in the 

concentration camp as Anne Frank

Tam Wing Ki, Winki, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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put on make-ups and look beautiful like ordinary girls. Sometimes 

I just want to step into the gas chambers to end the pain as soon 

as possible. 

I just can’t accept the idea of the Nazi blaming us as ‘the culprit 

stepping Germans in the back’. Why did Hitler blame us for the 

problems in Germany? It only shows what a coward he is. Still, 

many Germans follow him and worship him like the God. We will 

be in great trouble if we criticize him. 

All I can do is to wait for a chance to escape every day.  
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You were Anne Frank. Recently, your family was arrested and sent 

to a concentration camp. Describe a day in the camp and your 

feelings in your diary.  

Dear Diary, 

Unfortunately, we were finally discovered and sent to the 

concentration camp today. All my family members were caught 

and sent to the train heading to the concentration camp. I feel so 

angry. I hate the Nazis. 

But the situation did not allow me to go on counting the sins of the 

Nazis. I had a lot to worry and to be scared about. I knew that the 

elderly and women would be sent to a ‘bathroom’. After the door 

of the room was closed, green gas came out and killed everyone. 

Would I be sent to the ‘bathroom’ too? I couldn’t help but keep 

thinking about this. 

Even if I wanted to talk to my mum and dad, the German soldiers 

with guns would stop us and order me to shut up. They warned 

me that I would die without dignity if I kept on saying things not 

Describe a day in the 

concentration camp as Anne Frank

Yeung Tsam Ling, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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suitable. Hearing this, the crowd became silent. The ambience 

became serious and horrible. 

After several hours, we arrived at the camp and were taken to 

a crossroad outside. Like what I had heard, men were ordered 

to walk to the left, and others went to the right. A young man 

tried to escape, and he got headshot. We cried in low voice as 

we walked. We were all shocked. My mum, sister and I walked 

�K�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �K�D�Q�G���� �K�R�S�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �V�R�P�H�� �V�H�Q�V�H�V�� �R�I�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���� �:�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\��

reached the living houses. The Germans told us that we had to 

live here from now on. 

What will happen to us in the future? 
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Reflections on taking 
selfies at the Memorial 

to the Murdered Jews in Europe

Berlin attracts lots of tourists every year. However, some tourists 

were not aware of the symbolic meaning of the Memorial to the 

�0�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���-�H�Z�V���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�����7�K�H�\���W�R�R�N���V�H�O�¿�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�H�G���L�W���R�Q���W�K�H��

Internet. Write an article to explain the phenomenon and how you 

feel about it. 

Respect yourself at the Holocaust Memorial

The Holocaust Memorial, which was built in 2005, is a memorial 

representing the Jewish victims of the Holocaust during the 

Second World War. It reflects the cruelty of Nazi Germany, and 

it was built to commemorate the victims killed in the Holocaust. 

However, starting from the 2010s, there have been tourists taking 

�V�H�O�¿�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�����3�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���W�K�H�P��

jumping or even dancing on the stone slabs, and they posted the 

pictures on the Internet, which is disrespectful to the victims. There 

are several reasons that have caused this phenomenon, and I am 

going to share my feelings about the situation.

Chan Suet Fung, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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Firstly, the lack of historical understanding is the main reason for 

visitors to display such disrespectful behaviour. As the Second 

World War ended about 70 years ago, most of the tourists have 

not experienced the war and they may not know about of the 

meaning of the Memorial. They will do whatever they like to, like 

taking selfies at the Memorial. Although this explanation may 

seem unbelievable, it is also worrying. If fewer and fewer people 

understand the past, debates over issues like taking selfies in 

front of the Memorial will become even more common. Studying 

History is important – people need to know about the Holocaust 

and what happened to the people that were persecuted.

Secondly, in my opinion, the invention of smartphones and 

social networking websites makes the situation worse. With the 

development of these tools, people want their photos or videos to 

go viral and think that the stone slabs are unique places to attract 

attention from audiences and can help them earn ‘likes’. Despite 

this, what these people have done is disappointing.
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We must understand the historical meaning of the Holocaust 

Memorial and learn from the Holocaust. We should try our best to 

avoid the Holocaust from happening again. If you have a chance 

to visit there, don’t forget to show your respect to the victims 

of the Second World War, especially to the Jews killed in the 

�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�D�P�S�V�����1�H�Y�H�U���W�D�N�H���F�D�V�X�D�O���V�H�O�¿�H�V���W�K�H�U�H��

Students wrote messages to commemorate soldiers and 
�F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�V���Z�K�R���O�R�V�W���O�L�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�W�W�O�H�¿�H�O�G��
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Reflections on taking 
selfies at the Memorial 

to the Murdered Jews in Europe
Chu Lok Ying, Form 3 (2018-2019) 

Berlin attracts lots of tourists every year. However, some tourists 

were not aware of the symbolic meaning of the Memorial to the 

�0�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���-�H�Z�V���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�����7�K�H�\���W�R�R�N���V�H�O�¿�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�H�G���L�W���R�Q���W�K�H��

Internet. Write an article to explain the phenomenon and how you 

feel about it. 

�7�D�N�L�Q�J���6�H�O�¿�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���W�R���W�K�H���0�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���-�H�Z�V��

in Europe is not Acceptable

There are about 10,000 people visiting the Memorial to the 

Murdered Jews in Europe in Berlin every day. However, some 

tourists were not aware of the symbolic meaning of the Memorial, 

and therefore jumped, skated, or did yoga on the concrete slabs 

�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�����7�K�H�\�� �W�R�R�N�� �V�H�O�¿�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�V�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�P��

on social media like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. They also 

put hashtags on the photos to get more ‘likes’. 

�,�Q���P�\���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�����W�D�N�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���V�H�O�¿�H�V���L�V���D���G�L�V�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���V�X�F�K��

a meaningful place. The site is a place to commemorate the 

Jewish victims of the Holocaust. Their behaviour is nonsensical 

and ridiculous. You wouldn't take photos of yourself playing in a 
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cemetery, would you?  Taking photos at the Memorial is like taking 

�V�H�O�¿�H�V���I�R�U���I�X�Q���L�Q���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�L�H�V�����V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���V�W�R�Q�H���V�O�D�E�V���L�Q���W�K�H���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O��

symbolize the gravestones of the Jewish people who were 

persecuted and executed. 

The tourists showed their ignorance to the public. If you are 

planning to visit the Memorial, make sure you do some research 

or study the history of the Holocaust before you do so. 

Reading is a good way to know more about 
what happened in the past.
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Reflections on taking 
selfies at the Memorial 

to the Murdered Jews in Europe

Berlin attracts lots of tourists every year. However, some tourists 

were not aware of the symbolic meaning of the Memorial to the 

�0�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���-�H�Z�V���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�����7�K�H�\���W�R�R�N���V�H�O�¿�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�H�G���L�W���R�Q���W�K�H��

Internet. Write an article to explain the phenomenon and how you 

feel about it. 

�7�D�N�L�Q�J���V�H�O�¿�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���+�R�O�R�F�D�X�V�W���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O

�7�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�U�H�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �±�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�D�N�L�Q�J�� �V�H�O�¿�H�V��

at the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe. To these 

people, the Memorial is nothing more than a special location 

for taking selfies. However, it is actually a memorial in Berlin 

which commemorates to the Jewish victims of the Holocaust. 

�7�D�N�L�Q�J���F�D�X�V�D�O���V�H�O�¿�H�V���L�V���D���G�L�V�U�H�V�S�H�F�W�I�X�O���D�F�W���W�R���W�K�H�����-�H�Z�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H��

perished there and their families. 

In my opinion, one should behave respectfully when visiting the 

Memorial. While walking past the grey stela, he or she should not 

�W�D�N�H���V�H�O�¿�H�V���Z�K�L�O�H���V�P�L�O�L�Q�J���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D���S�O�D�F�H���I�R�U���K�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V����

The grey stela symbolizes the gravestones for the six million 

Jews that were murdered and buried in mass graves. Also the 

grey stela represents the colour of the ash from the corpses of the 

Fung Sin To, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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Jews. If you are taking goofy pictures in front of the stela, while  

jumping, skating or biking at the Memorial, you will be doing this 

over the dead bodies. Would you ever want to do so? 

We should remember that the Jews were killed cruelly in the 

concentration camps. The tourists should know more about the 

Holocaust and the history of anti-Semitism before visiting the 

place. If we are aware that taking goofy selfies there is no less 

unfeeling and cruel as the Nazis' treatment of the Jews, such a 

�O�X�G�L�F�U�R�X�V���W�U�H�Q�G���R�I���V�H�O�¿�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���Z�R�X�O�G���V�W�R�S����
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Reflections on taking 
selfies at the Memorial 

to the Murdered Jews in Europe

Berlin attracts lots of tourists every year. However, some tourists 

were not aware of the symbolic meaning of the Memorial to the 

�0�X�U�G�H�U�H�G���-�H�Z�V���R�I���(�X�U�R�S�H�����7�K�H�\���W�R�R�N���V�H�O�¿�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�H�G���L�W���R�Q���W�K�H��

Internet. Write an article to explain the phenomenon and how you 

feel about it. 

�:�K�H�Q���6�H�O�¿�H�V���:�H�Q�W���7�R�R���)�D�U

�3�R�V�W�L�Q�J���D���V�H�O�¿�H���R�Q���V�R�F�L�D�O���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���V�L�W�H�V���L�V���D���F�R�P�P�R�Q���W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U��

teens and young adults these days, especially when they visit 

new places. However, there are times when taking selfies has 

crossed the line. 

The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe is a symbol for 

Germany’s apology to the Jews. There is a rising trend of people 

who take selfies while enjoying their time at the memorial. In 

response to such a trend, an Israeli-German writer digitally 

combined the shameless selfies with actual achival images of 

the victims of Nazi concentration camps to shock and educate 

the public on the inappropriateness of their actions. According to 

Wong Tsz Kit, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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the writer, many youngsters don’t feel or even don’t want to feel 

�J�X�L�O�W�\���I�R�U���W�D�N�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���V�H�O�¿�H�V�����Q�R�U���G�R���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�V��

unacceptable. He fears that these people may fail to understand 

the importance of the Memorial. 

Some people think that the younger generations have not 

experienced the Holocaust to understand how serious it was. 

Karen Pollock, the Chief Executive of the London-based Holocaust 

Education Trust, welcomed the debate about the Holocaust, but 

she didn’t want such a disaster to happen just so the people would 

take notice of such atrocities. The designer of the Memorial, Peter 

Eisenman, hoped that the Memorial could make people from 

different generations decide how to experience the Memorial and 

how to react themselves. 

To me, even if the youngsters understand the importance of the 

Memorial, their experience may make them feel distant from 

the Holocaust and they may keep taking selfies for fun in the 

Memorial. We can only hope that the Memorial will be kept as a 

reminder of the past and we never have to experience genocide in 

the future.  
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Was Hitler the only person responsible
 for the Second World War? 

I do not agree with the statement. To begin with, yes, Hitler was 

a major contributor to the Second World War, but he was not the 

only one to be blamed. He claimed that Germany needed living 

space (‘Lebensraum’) for satisfying the needs of the growing 

German population, and therefore he ignored the terms in the 

Treaty of Versailles, and rebuilt the German military power. He 

also made aggressions that brought Europe into the Second 

World War. 

However, he was not the only person to be responsible for the 

War. Other than him, there were several people who must also 

be responsible. For example, Mussolini should bear a part of the 

responsibilities. He greatly increased the military power of Italy 

from the 1920s to 1930s. Before the outbreak of the War, Italy 

actively invaded places like Abyssinia, known as Ethiopia today in 

�$�I�U�L�F�D�����D�Q�G���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�O�\���E�R�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���+�L�W�O�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���K�H��

invaded other European countries later. 

Also, I think Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, should bear 

some responsibilities too. After the Great Depression, Britain and 

France wanted to focus on solving internal problems. Therefore, 

Chan Cheuk Hin, Form 3 (2018-2019)
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they adopted the appeasement policy, and Chamberlain was 

known as the major advocator of the policy. When Italy invaded 

Abyssinia in 1935, they allowed Italy to occupy two-third of the 

country in order to settle the crisis. In September 1938, leaders 

of Britain, France, and Italy met with Hitler in Munich. Hitler could 

control the Sudetenland according to the Munich Agreement. 

These examples of appeasement, under the influence of 

Chamberlain, increased Hitler’s ambition to expand in Europe. 

Since the above-mentioned people all had to bear some 

responsibilities for the War, the claim is not accurate.
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Was Hitler the only person responsible
 for the Second World War? 

The Second World War started in 1939 and ended in 1945. More 

than 50 countries joined the war and caused 60 million deaths. 

The war broke out when Nazi Germany invaded Poland in 

September 1939. While some people commented that Hitler was 

the only person to be blamed, I disagree with the statement. 

First, Hitler was known as the Chancellor of Germany in 1933-

1934, before he claimed himself as the ‘Fuhrer’ (the dictator of 

Nazi Germany). So how did he become the Chancellor? The 

Germans chose him. In 1919, the signature of the Treaty of 

Versailles humiliated the Germans. They considered the Treaty 

as an unfair one, and therefore they hated the Weimar Republic, 

who was forced to accept the Treaty. Their hate grew especially 

during the Great Depression in the 1930s, since the Germans 

experienced serious unemployment. The Nazi Party and Hitler 

were therefore supported by the Germans as they promised to 

create jobs and rebuild the economy. The Germans, especially 

those who voted for them, should therefore also be held 

responsible for the War. 

Chan Wai Yin, Form 3 (2018-2019) 
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Second, the appeasement policy adopted by Britain and France 

encouraged the rise of Nazi Germany. Britain and France were 

very weak after the First World War and the Great Depression. 

They wanted to focus on solving internal problems and adopted 

the policy. However, the policy offered chances to Germany, as 

well as other countries like Italy, Japan - which invaded others in 

the 1930s too – to expand their territories. When Germany united 

with Austria and occupied Sudetenland, Britain and France did not 

�V�W�R�S�� �+�L�W�O�H�U���� �7�K�X�V���� �+�L�W�O�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�L�V�� �S�O�D�Q�� �R�I�� �H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q��

would not be stopped. Nazi Germany then went on invading 

Poland, Denmark, Norway and so on. The British and the French 

governments should be responsible in this sense. 

Third, the leaders of countries that attempted to expand their 

territories also should bear responsibilities. Take Japan as an 

example, Japanese militarists invaded China in the Shenyang 
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Incident in 1931. In 1937, Japan started its full-scale invasion of 

China. Aggressions had made the international situation worse, 

and Hitler’s invasion on Poland in 1939 even became the starting 

point of the War. 

In conclusion, although Hitler contributed to the War, the Germans, 

the leaders of various governments also had responsibilities for 

the War.
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Was Hitler the only person responsible
 for the Second World War? 

I don’t agree with the statement. Although Hitler caused the 

outbreak of the Second World War, he was not the only one 

being guilty. There were different factors contributing to the 

outbreak of the War, including the harsh treatment of the Treaty 

of Versailles on Germany, the economic problems brought by 

the Great Depression, and the appeasement policy adopted by 

Britain and France. 

First, the punishments of the Treaty of Versailles were nothing 

less than harsh. The Treaty listed lots of demands, like forbidding 

Germany from maintaining a reasonable degree of military power 

for self-defense, and reducing 13% of its territory, and the most 

serious demand was to force Germany to accept the whole 

responsibility for causing the First World War. Being punished in 

such way, many Germans felt humiliated, lost their national pride 

and even considered themselves as inferior groups of people. As a 

result, their hatred towards the victorious countries had risen since 

1919, 14 years before Hitler became the German Chancellor. 

Next, the economic problems, without a doubt, aroused German’s 

warlike sentiments and helped Hitler gain support from the 

Germans as a dictator. The Weimar Republic, which was formed 

Wong Chun Long, Form 3 (2018-2019)
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after William I abdicated in 1918, needed to pay a huge amount 

of reparations to the victorious countries after signing the Treaty 

of Versailles, and later, the government also failed to tackle  

issues of unemployment and industrial setbacks caused by the 

Great Depression. With these failures, the Weimar Republic 

disappointed the Germans who then determined to look for a 

stronger and more powerful leader. All these contributed to the 

rise of Hitler. 

Thirdly, Britain and France needed to share the responsibility 

because they adopted the appeasement policy. Without this 

policy, Hitler might have faced setbacks because he would have 

had to deal with the military power of Britain and France. This 

might have deterred Hitler’s ambition, or even ambitions of other 

aggressors. However, how did Britain and France deal with 

aggressors, say Germany, finally? Basically they did nothing 

but make condemnations and sign documents like the Munich 

Agreement with Germany. The Munich Agreement even made 

Hitler get what he wanted – the Sudetenland. This only resulted 
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in a growing ambition of Hitler and the outbreak of the Second 

World War. 

Therefore, Hitler was not really the only person responsible for  

the Second World War, since there were lots of other factors. 

Students learnt more about the situation of Hong Kong 
during the Second World War through outdoor activities.



Poster 
design
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Apart from writing essays, our students also show their 

talent by designing posters. We have included two pieces 

of representative work here. One of them introduces the life 

and achievements of da Vinci, the renowned artist, scientist 

and inventor during the Renaissance, while the other one 

introduces the Fire Dragon Dance in Tai Hang, which is an 

example of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Hong Kong. 

Poster design

Yu kin Leung, Form 1 (2019-2020)
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Wong Wai Lam, Form 1 (2017-2018)


