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 January 20 was BSTC’s annual Chinese New Year 

Celebration Day. All students had a great time, and everyone 

seemed immersed in the joy of the celebrations.  

 The Student Union organized two competitions that got 

students in the mood for celebrating Chinese New Year. All 

classes competed to create the most festive classroom 

decorations and to make the best glutinous rice balls. The 

winners of the classroom decoration 

competition were 1D, 2B, 3E and 4D, 

while 3E and 6E made the best glutinous 

rice balls. Congratulations to all of the 

winners! 

  We wish all you a wonderful year 

filled with good fortune, fantastic health, 

and improvements in your academic 

results. 

Immersed (adj.)  

- to be completely involved in an activity 

Festive (adj.) –relating to a festival or celebration 

CE L E B R A T I NG  LU NA R   
NE W  YE A R  IN  BSTC  S T Y LE     

Chow Shi Chun, Wong Tsz Wai 
School News Editors 

Got (students) in the mood for  

– to cause (students) to have the right 

feeling to do something  
The winning design of 2B class’ bulletin board features a 
lively dragon and a sailboat. 

A WORLD  OF  LOVE  Kong Wai Yan, Lam Wai Ha 

Community News Editors 

 F e b r u a r y  1 4  i s 

commonly known as 

Valentine’s Day. It is a 

special festival that is 

ce le bra te d in ma ny 

countries around the world. 

See how the following 

unique customs compare 

with the celebrations in 

Hong Kong.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

USA 

In the United States, tiny 

c a ndy hea r t s  wi th 

Valentine's Day messages 

have always been popular. 

Traditional messages 

including ‘Be Mine’ and 

‘Thank You’ are written on 

these candies. Young 

children often give 

Valentine’s Day cards to all 

of their friends.  

 
Japan & Korea 

The Japanese and the 

Koreans have similar traditions 

on Valentine’s Day. In addition 

to February 14, when girls give 

chocolate to boys, there is also 

“White Day” on March 14, when 

boys give candies back to girls. 

Moreover, April 14 is called 

“Black Day” in Korea, and it is 

the day for those who are single. 

China 

Traditional Chinese culture also has celebrations 

that are related to romance. One of these is the Spring 

Lantern Festival (元宵節) on the 15th day of the 

Chinese New Year month. Some consider the Seventh 

Goddess' Day (七夕節), on the 7th day of the 7th lunar 

month, to be Chinese Valentine’s Day.  
Other traditions 

You might not 

know that in places such 

as India, Malaysia, Saudi 

Arabia, and Iran, the 

celebration of Valentine’s 

Day is discouraged or 

even banned. Some 

people in these countries 

think that the celebration 

of Valentine's Day is 

related to immoral 

activities and is against 

their religious beliefs. 

A simple mixture of glutinous rice flour 
and water later transformed into 
delicious treats covered with peanut 
and sesame. 
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BEHIND  THE  TUCK  SHOP  COUNTER  
AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  M S .  POON  

K: Hi, Ms. Poon.  

 How long have you 

worked in the BSTC 

tuck shop? 

S: I’ve worked here for 

about 2 years. 

R: I have heard that you can 

spe a k  Indone sia n . 

Would you mind telling 

us about your family 

heritage? 

S: My mother is Chinese-

Indonesian (a Chinese 

person who lives in 

Indonesia). I was born in 

the Yunnan province of 

China. 

K: What do you think about 

our students? 

S:  I think they’re polite and 

well-behaved. However 

a very small percentage 

of them sometimes 

misbehave, and they 

jump the queue. 

K: Among all foods that are 

sold at the tuck shop, 

which do you like most? 

S:  There are many. I like the 

fish balls, the stir-fried 

noodles ,  and our  

best-seller, marinated 

eggs. 

S: Tuck shop's shopkeeper  

Campus Life Reporters: K- Hui Ka Chun, T-Rico Tse Ka Wai 

K: Do teachers buy food 

from the tuck shop? 

S:  Yes, many do. I know 

that Mr. Ma often buys 

siumai from our shop, 

and Mr. Au buys fish 

balls and glutinous rice 

with chicken. Our NET 

teacher Mr. Dunlea 

l i k e s  c h o c o l a t e , 

hamburgers, and hot 

dogs the most. 

R: What is your hobby? 

P:  I have quite a number 

of hobbies. They 

include shopping and 

cooking dishes such as 

curry chicken and 

dessert. I also enjoy 

surfing the net and 

watching TV. 

K & R:  

Thank you for your time! 

S: Not at all. 

Ms. Poon is the guardian 
of the BSTC tuck shop.  

SNA P S H OT S  F RO M  P I C N I C  DA Y  

Outstanding works from the BSTC  

Photo-Taking Competition 

            Photo by Yeung Yim Ling 

Old tree  

(Aberdeen Country Park, Aberdeen) 

 

The old tree reflects the decay of the city behind 
it. When will the sun set? 

Playing with water  

Photo by Chan Ka Yu 

 

 

The happiness, 
excitement, smiley 
faces… 
They all become our 
unforgettable, precious 
memories. 

Relax, on such a beautiful day  

(Clearwater Bay Country Park, Sai Kung)  

Photo by Law Ho Hin 

 

As kites glide over the cloudy sky, children and adults alike are 
seen enjoying fun and games on this hill. 
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Leung Lap Hin 

Student Columnist 

Happy Chinese New 

Year, everyone! We have 

leaped from the Year of the 

Rabbit to the Year of the 

Dragon, and I sincerely wish 

you a year of happiness and 

prosperity.  

This year is especially 

significant because a new 

public examination, the 

HKDSE is introduced to S6 

students. These students will 

face a lot of uncertainty since 

the HKDSE is a brand-new 

examination. They cannot 

Sin Tak Spir i t     

Chu Siu Wa 

Learning Editor 

refer to past papers, and the 

marking guidelines are 

unclear.  

When I interviewed one 

of our S6 students, Yu Tsz 

Kwan, I clearly noticed her 

anxiety. “I am frustrated 

about my future,“ she said. 

Then I asked her what she 

thought about the new 

exam. She replied, “We are 

like a group of rats in the 

laboratory. No one could 

possibly predict the results 

of the experiment.”  

Unlike the S7 students, 

DSE candidates have no 

experience in dealing with 

the huge pressure before 

public exams. In order to 

help DSE candidates ease 

their stress, I sought the 

advice of Peter Lee (7A), the 

former chairman of the 

Student Union, who sat the 

HKCEE in Form 5. He 

advised S6 students to tackle 

the challenges with a 

positive attitude even when 

doing revisions becomes 

unbearable. “Strive for the 

best and prepare for the 

worst,'' Peter said.  

A s  f o r  s t u d y i n g 

strategies, Peter said that he 

did revisions for 5 hours 

until midnight every day. 

“The syllabus is so broad 

that you can`t go through 

everything again in these 

last few months. You should 

stick to your notes instead of 

t h e  t e x t b o o k s , ”  h e 

suggested.  

   I hope the above advice 

will help our S6 students 

excel in the HKDSE. Again, 

good luck to S6 and S7 

students! 

METAPHOR  

(隱喻/象徵)  

= comparing two 

things that have 

something in 

common 

 

Example 

Because she loves 

grammar, today’s lesson 

on verb tenses was music 

to her ears. 

SIMILE(明喻)  

= Comparing two things that have something in 

common (using “like” or “as”). 

Example 

Life is like a bicycle, to keep your balance you must keep 

on moving.        - Albert Einstein 

HYPERBOLE (誇張法) = to exaggerate, or to make 

something more extreme than it is 

 

Example 

My schoolbag weighs a ton! 

It took light years for me to finish so much homework!  

PERSONIFICATION 

(擬人法) 

= representing a 

thing in the form of a 

person 

 

Example 

Tonight’s sky is full of 

dancing stars.  

“Strive for the best 

and prepare for the 

worst''     

Figures of SpeechFigures of SpeechFigures of SpeechFigures of Speech  
Using a figure of speech means using words in a 

way that is different from their usual 

meaning. 

Here are some common English figures of speech .  
We challenge you to think of more examples for each type! 

HKDSE for S6 students   HKALE for S7 Students 

⇒ 2-year curriculum 

⇒ About 41,000 candidates 

in 2012 

(31,000 in school + 10,000 

private candidates)  

⇒ 3-year curriculum 

⇒ Liberal Studies is a com-
pulsory subject 

⇒ 72,876 candidates in 2012 

      (1,114 private candidates)  

Studying Tips  
from a S7 student 

1. Revise your favourite 
subject first to ensure 
that you have time to 
revise ALL of your 
subjects  gradually 
and efficiently. 

2.Make good use of 
both your revision 
time and your down 
time. There should be 
no alternatives such 
as ''hea-ing” 

EDITOR ’ S  COLUMN      
2012 is all about the DSE 
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Sin Tak Spirit 
This student newspaper is produced with the enthusiastic contribution of 

the following students and staff members of Buddhist Sin Tak College. 

Managing Editor 

Li Yee Lam 

 

School News 

Kong Wai Yan 

Hung Yik Ki 

Chan Ting Yi 

Lai Chun Yee 

Chan Ka Yiu 

Lam Wai Ha 

Expression 

Lee Ho Ying 

Ng Sin Yu 

 

Community & 

World News 

Wong Tsz Wai 

Leung Lap Hin 

Chow Shi Shun 

Wong Tak Shuen 

People &  

Campus Life 

Leung Sai Mui 

Chan Yau Yu 

Hui Ka Chun  

Tse Ka Wai 

 

Learning 

Chu Siu Wa 

 

Design & Layout  

Ng Hok Chun 

Kwan Wai Ho 

Shek Chi Ho 

Chan Wing Hei 

Shimizu Itsuo 

Chan Wai Sing 

Li Shuk Yung 

 

 

Photo & Art  

Choi Yeuk Tin 

Hui Ka Chun 

Kong Shu Ting 

Kong Sze Man 

Fung Tsz Wai 

Lee Sum Ying 

Yip Wing Shan 

Yip Choi Ying 

Law Ho Hin 

Distribution &  

Advertisement 

Lau Ka Ki 

Hung Ka Lung 

Hui Yuk Yuen 

Lam Tsz Hin 

Leung Sai Lam 

 

 

 

Staff Advisors  

Ms Helen Ng 

Ms SW Chan 

Ms ML Hau 

Do you have an 
opinion about this 
issue?  

Do you have a 
burning question to 
ask the Editors?  

 

Submit your comments 

or questions  outside 

Room 206.  

You may see your 

writing printed in the 

next issue! 

Since the end of the 

2011 district elections, the 

pro-establishment camp and 

most of the local media have 

been overwhelming in their 

mud-slinging campaign 

against, in my view, the best 

law-makers in Hong Kong - 

Wong Yuk-man, Chan Wai-

yip and “Long Hair” Leung 

Kwok-hung - branding what 

they do as “violent” during 

Legco meetings. There are 

three important reasons why 

these legislators step out of 

line at times in the Legco. 

 Firstly, it is of core 

importance to know that 

these legislators have never 

been violent, or they would 

have been arrested.  Their 

unconventional behavior is a 

way to focus media and 

public attention on a 

particular issue to make 

people reflect on the deep-

seated violence within the 

set-up of the Legco in 

particular (for instance, the 

fact that the 30 legislators in 

functional constituencies, 

representing only about 0.2 

million voters, hold the same 

amount of power as the 30 

legislators from the 5-district 

direct elections, representing 

more than 3 million voters), 

and the whole government 

in general. 

 Secondly, the strong 

language used by the three 

legislators against the chief 

executive and his top 

officials is a gesture of 

def iance against the 

authoritarian nature of the 

SAR government, whose 

policies have long been 

suspicious of collusion with 

big business corporations at 

the expense of grassroots 

interests.  Take the 2009 

budget.  In the teeth of the 

aftermath of the world 

financial tsunami, the 

Financial Secretary refused 

to give cash handouts to 

Hong Kong people; instead 

he put HK$6,000 into all 

MPF accounts.  The money, 

however, could not be 

accessed until people have 

reached 65!  Much to public 

outrage, this could benefit 

only big corporations 

involved in managing 

mandatory provident funds.  

This brings us to the third 

reason.  The democratic 

movement in Hong Kong 

led by the Democratic Party, 

who have done nothing but 

play into the hands of the 

fun da men ta l ly  un j us t 

system of the legislature, has 

borne no fruit and looks 

unlikely to.  It is time, 

therefore, to try new tactics.  

As a matter of fact, the 

protests staged by the three 

l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  t h e 

government budgets in three 

consecutive years eventually 

resulted in the government 

cash handouts of $6,000 to 

all Hong Kong citizens aged 

18 or above.  Politics is 

synonymous with livelihood 

issues.  I hope everyone, not 

just students, will soon wake 

up to the dire situation Hong 

Kong is now in.  

W H Y  A R E  S O M E  L E G I S L A TO R S ’  A C T I O N S  S O  U N C O N V E N T I O NA L ?  

Were these acts violent?   
Absolutely not.  If they had been, the legislators would 
have been arrested.  

Article by Mr. Wu 


